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GEORGIA M.A.P. PROJECT
An Important Nationwide Initiative

In Georgia, flooding is the number one natural disaster. To identify flood hazards, the risks they pose to people and property, and the regulatory boundaries of floodplains, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) develops flood hazard maps, officially known as Flood Insurance Rate Maps or FIRMS.

 In 2003, FEMA embarked on a comprehensive, multi-year initiative to update the nation’s flood maps to reflect current flood risks, working with local governments, water management districts, and other partners. FEMA continues with this effort in a program known Risk MAP (Risk Mapping, Assessment, & Planning).  The new maps are digital, easily accessible and represent the most current flood risk data available.  
Why [community name] Flood Maps Need Updating
[Community name’s] current flood hazard data for the [watershed name] date from [rounded date] and no longer accurately represent the area’s flood risk.  Drainage patterns have changed due to land use, surface erosion, and other natural forces. As a result, the likelihood of flooding in some areas has increased significantly. Moreover, the technology used to estimate flooding has been much improved.  Up-to-date maps will much more accurately represent the risk of flooding; therefore, representing an important tool in the effort to protect lives and properties in [community name].

Remapping Efforts in [community name]
Georgia’s M.A.P program is a comprehensive effort to remap Georgia’s flood risks at the watershed level using the latest flood modeling and digital mapping technologies. The Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) under the Department of Natural Resources (GA DNR) partnered with FEMA to ensure local input into the process.  This has allowed GA DNR to have a direct hand in working with the counties and communities within the state.  GA DNR will be guiding the remapping process and providing support and direction for the outreach that is performed by the local counties and communities.
The new digital flood maps will provide detailed, property-specific flood risk data to guide local development and flood insurance decisions.  With the planned release of these maps in [date], [community name] residents and business owners will have up-to-date, reliable, Internet-accessible data about the flood hazards they face.  
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FLOOD MAP UPDATE MILESTONES


[Date]:�Preliminary flood maps released


[Date]: �Open House for public to view maps 


[Date]*�[90-day Public Comment Period Starts (appeals and comments must be filed during this time)]


[Date]*


New digital flood maps become effective; new federal flood insurance requirements take effect


*Dates subject to change pending completion of the review process


For General �Information, call: 


[name]


[phone number]


Open [hours]


[days]
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